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Youth Declaration
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The G20 Youth Summit was held on June 22nd and 23rd preceding the G20 Osaka Summit
2019, gathering young people from all over Japan. The purpose of this summit was to involve more
young people in the discussions on global issues and strengthen the voice of youth. Themed
“Regional Revitalization and Partnership”, the slogan “Think Locally, Act Globally” highlighted the
active role young people play in their local communities, and aimed to amplify their voices in
international agendas.During the two-day-summit, there were booths, workshops, and 13 different
breakout sessions organized by 50 organizations that play an active role in creating a society for
‘Leaving no one behind’.
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It is absolutely essential for youth to gather, discuss, and partner among themselves to create
change in the international community. This summit, held during a crucial time amidst the post 2020
initiative discussion and the G20 summit where future world affairs are decided, was undoubtedly a
valuable opportunity that allowed youth to take their first steps in collaborating for tangible change.
With that being said, youth, who are responsible for the future of the world have a list of
recommendations for the governments who are participating in the G20 Summit where diverse social
issues are being discussed.
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In order to realize the vision presented in the Sustainable Developments Goals, “Leaving no one
behind,” we submit the following recommendations to the G20 governments:
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[Participation of Diverse Social Groups including Youth ]
The exclusion of specific social groups in the political decision making process is an important
problem that is yet to be solved. Especially in the case of youth participation, instead of guaranteeing
their participation based on the social value that "young people" can bring, the emphasis must be on
the existence of the social groups. Therefore no groups should be deprived of its initiative and its right



to participate or speak up. An open and self-organised platform and space to allow the inclusion and
participation of various social groups and actors must be guaranteed in order to realize the goals of
the SDGs and post 2020 initiatives.
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[Inclusive Social Structure]
Measuring a country’s level of development only with major economic indices such as GDP is
insufficient. Moving beyond GDP, we must co-create inclusive social security polities which look
reduce poverty and inequalities, end discrimination, and ensure well-being for all.
Instead of measuring a countrys’ economic growth only by major economic indexs such as GDP, in
order to reduce the number of people who are facing poverty, inequality of opportunities and kinds of
discriminations, it is indispensable to make inclusive social security policies.
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[Education]
Access to quality basic education is a fundamental right for all. The focus of such education be placed
on cultivating paradigm shifts in response to the needs of society, and not only on temporary fixes.
(#E]
—FHICRILDEBRMHBRAFIVEBZ DL S BIRCDAERTH LWL, NSIEFSLV T+
ERIEDEILBHEDZ—XIIHE LI-BEDORH L. BEOSVERLELNZITONDLENZ
ETOANRET S L,

[Youth Participation in Politics]
In order to improve the low voting rates of young people, online voting processes must be put in
place, as well as lowering the voting age to allow for more inclusion of youth in the decision making
process.
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[Climate Change]
All life, ecosystems, and the economies built on them are facing catastrophe due to the environmental
problems caused by climate change. Young people and future generations deserve climate justice,
and so, all governments must accept the Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 °C from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2018) Moreover, the G20 governments must implement
policies, provide financial support and capacity development for developing countries, and urgently
draft a detailed road map to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2050.
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[Resource Circulation]
Urgently addressing the depletion of natural resources the ensuing and environmental stress, it is
essential to convert from a linear system of usage and disposal into a circular system. In addition,
international cooperation is required to reduce the absolute usage of limited resources.
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[Disaster Risk Reduction]
Governments should follow and implement the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015)
to prepare for any future disasters such as earthquakes ang those stemming from climate change. In
order to minimize the impacts of such disasters, disaster risk education and the construction of
resilient infrastructure must be a high priority. All new legislation must be based on an understanding
of the issues and challenges that the most vulnerable, including youth.
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[Labor]
Worker’s rights are human rights. In addition to the guarantees of decent work, the right to personal

growth and satisfaction in one’s job must be protected for all workers. Workers’ rights to collective
bargaining and open negotiations with their employers on equal grounds, earning a living wage, and
leading comfortable lives that allows for personal dignity must be protected.
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[Regional Revitalization]
Regional revitalization is not an issue that could be resolved only through the works of the local

governments. Inadequate distribution of budget and power has led to failures in reaching SDGs, and
inadequate provision of administrative services. This is why there are needs for more decentralized
and independent local and subnational governments with increased authority. At the same time, it is
important to limit concentration in metropolitan areas, and increase the flow of people into regional
areas.
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[Gender Identity]



Discriminating on the basis of gender or personal identity must be stopped. In order to prevent

sexuality or identity from being a barrier for a person to receive fair social services, governments

must abolish the collection of unnecessary information and legally recognize the diversity of sexuality.
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[Abolishing Gender Discrimination]
Authorities must recognize that women are being systematically excluded from decision-making
processes, and realize the importance of the incorporation and inclusion of women in the work-force.
A minimum quota system with accountability measures should be implemented on all executive
positions of corporations and parliaments.
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[Immigration]
Immigrants and people of different origins should not be seen as disposable labor or as the subject of
management, but as an indispensable piece of a healthy, wealthy society. Governments must ensure
their rights and respect, and implement a holistic, inclusive immigration policy which allows for
everyone and their families to live safely and with dignity.
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Footnote:
1: Climate Change and Climate Justice, Regional Revitalization and city building, SDGs promotion for
High School and University Students, Gender and lIdentity, Inequality inhibiting Women from
Advancing in Society, Resource Circulation and Sustainable Economies, Leave No One
Behind-Building Inclusive Societies, Change in Peoples’ lifestyle, Resiliency, Action plan for a society
that “leaves no one behind,” Participation of youth in politics and government, Cooperation of Youth
and Local Governments, The future of work,
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