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YOUTH IN ADOVOCACY




JYPS is a platform for advocating the voices of Japanese youth and the significance of
youth engagement by delivering policy proposals to the Japanese government, UN
agencies and the civil society.

Anyone 30 years of age or below and any groups or organizations composed of youth
are entitled to participate in our platform.

JYPS was established in 2015, four years after the Great East Japan Earthquake and
tsunami on March 11th. The establishment was based on the discussion of disaster
prevention at the “Japan Youth Project”, which was held under the Public Forum of the
3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.

Since then, the SDGs and their promise to “Leave No One Behind” became our

core principle in advocacy.

OUR VISION

We strive for a world with a fair and equitable society by ensuring that the opinions of
every member of society is equally reflected in policies.

OUR MISSION
We enable youth to reflect their opinions on government and international frameworks
by establishing, managing, and improving a democratic self-governing system that
collects and coordinates the voices of youth.



SDGs Youth Proposal 2023

The Advocacy of the Youth, by the Youth, for the Better Society
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The year 2023 marks the halfway to the 2030 Agenda and is the year for reassessing the achievement of
the goals set out in the 2030 Agenda. Following the global coronavirus pandemic that began in February 2020
and Russia's invasion of Ukraine that began in February 2022, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are
far from being achieved, and "stagnating" or There are many "decreased" ratios, and it is extremely difficult to
achieve the target by 2030. Continued crises resulting from human activities have led to an increased insecurity
for people around the world and further complicated and aggravated divisions between countries, among
multi-stakeholders, between and within generations.

The Japan Youth Platform for a Sustainability (JYPS) is committed to the development of
interdisciplinary, intersectoral, and intergenerational "partnerships" to ensure that “no one” is "left behind" and
that vulnerable members of society, including youth', women, and people with disabilities, have "agency" and
can "meaningfully engage" in a democratic way. We call for strong "partnerships" that promote ambitious social
change and active engagement of youth. Partnerships that cross generations, sectors, and agendas to achieve a
sustainable society in which the demands of the present and future generations are met. We call for older
generations to make ambitious social changes and promote active youth engagement.

This proposal is mainly based on the content discussed during the online event: the “SDGs Youth
Forum" held by JYPS on the 28th and 29th of July, and the 4th and 5th of August, 2023 with 107 youth
attendees. Additionally, JYPS conducted the “SDGs Awareness Survey” from the 28th of July to the 31st of
August 2023 and received 101 responses. Reflecting those data, the following are our proposals on "meaningful"
youth participation, the role of youth, and the SDGs divided into the 5Ps (Partnership, Planet, People, Peace, and
Prosperity).

'30i L FOO#F LiE #6175, JYPS defines Youth as those who are 30 years old or below.
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Since the advocacy of Agenda 21, youth have been increasingly engaged in decision-making, as reflected in the
UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/76/306 of 2022, which established the Office of Youth & Children.
Notably, youth engagement in decision-making of environmental problems has been prominent, with Japan
actively including youth in COPs, government meetings, and roundtable discussions on the SDG implementation
guidelines®. Youth engagement is essential in forming a sustainable society and is a successful step forward for
the future generations who face increasingly challenging global crises.

However, there are still many challenges in achieving "meaningful" youth engagement. It is simply not
enough to seat youth at a table and let them speak at a few meetings in the decision-making processes. Towards
a future of "meaningful" youth participation, we propose the following:

1. Consider diversity, inclusiveness, intersectionality, and representation of youth when establishing seats
for the youth.

a. JYPS defines youth as individuals who are 30 years of age or below, however, it is impossible
for the few elected youth to represent the opinions of such a diverse group, which tends to
generalize the issues regarding youth.

b. The same issue occurs with other vulnerable individuals for the meaningful engagement.
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"To promote our country's efforts towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through the collaboration of
a wide range of stakeholders, including government, NGOs, NPOs, experts, the private sector, international organizations,
and various groups, the SDGs Promotion Roundtable Conference has been established under the SDGs Promotion
Headquarters (E"*ﬁ EgiN Pr1me Minister’s Ofﬁce of Japan,
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In a survey of awareness, 41 out of 101 respondents chose their lack of knowledge as a barrier for them to take action
towards achieving the SDGs.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f1VjwFs5bBenBgau7LE-ymIeADAIJd7N/view?usp=drive_link

2. Provide youth with the opportunity to represent themselves in a safe, voluntary and democratic setting,
and ensure the transparency of the process of electing, expressing opinions and decision-making for the
meaningful youth engagement.

3. Provide an environment with a more fulfilling citizenship education.

a. The Japanese education system fails to nurture a sense of responsibility and ownership over
issues in societies, which further prevents the youth from speaking up about their own issues’.

b. Citizenship education is essential for a sustainable society. It protects one's rights, ensures
diversity, inclusiveness, and intersectionality, and promotes individuals’ participation in
society.

c. Moreover, in today's information-loaded society, sovereignty education fosters awareness of
social issues and equips youth with correct knowledge and information.

Partnership
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To realize a sustainable society and the SDGs philosophy of "leave no one behind", while also promoting the
achievement of the SDGs, it is necessary to create an environment in which youth can proactively transform
society through close partnerships with various sectors, stakeholders, generations, as well as within the same
generations. Today, social issues are becoming increasingly complex, and require more sophisticated expertise to
solve. Moreover, current partnerships to achieve the SDGs often remain superficial and lack changes at the root
of the problem. To strengthen flexible partnerships, we identified the gaps between sectors and stakeholders as
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According to the survey, 97% of respondents are willing to take action towards achieving the SDGs. However,
approximately 30% of them need more knowledge and seek enhanced learning opportunities for solidarity.



regional, generational, sectoral, inter-sectoral, and information disparities. Taking all of the above factors in
account, we suggest the following:

1. Call for flexible and proactive strengthening of partnerships among stakeholders and sectors without
being bound by stove-piped organizational divisions.

a. Review again how 17 goals and 169 targets are interconnected.

b. Administration should take a more proactive and concrete leadership approach to establish
collaboration among stakeholders, ensuring continuous and effective cooperation and
facilitating sharing knowledge and insights.

a. Reduce trade-offs among issues and sectors to achieve synergistic and effective achievement
of the SDGs as a whole.

2. Reaffirm the current five principles for implementation as mentioned in the SDGs implementation
guideline issued by the Japanese government in 2017: Universality, Inclusiveness, Participatory,
Integration, Transparency and Accountability, and add “Sustainability” as a new principle.

a. Create coherent, continuous, and sustainable initiatives that are resistant to political, economic,
social, and environmental factors, and changes in organizational structures.

Furthermore, we, the youth, assume that there will be difficulties in working with other sectors and stakeholders.
We recommend the following to promote solidarity:

1. Provide more opportunities for people to become interested and learn about various social issues
through hands-on activities, so that they realize their impact as a citizen can bring a change and
responsibility over these issues®.

2. Ensure opportunities for dialogue with people engaged in other fields, with stakeholders, and across
regions. In doing so, provide a safe and open environment where members are mutually respected and
independent of political influence or interests.

a. Create an environment where one can access diverse and objective information, to counter the
trend of “advatised of SDGs” or “SDGs wash”.

Planet
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The "SDGs Weddlng Cake Model " proposed by Johan Rockstrom and colleagues at the Resﬂlence Centre in 2016.
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In the survey, 6% of respondents answered that they do not trust companies that claim to be working towards achieving the
SDGs.



https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2016-06-14-the-sdgs-wedding-cake.html
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Climate change and biodiversity loss are deteriorating day by day. According to the SDGs wedding cake model
proposed by renowned environmentalist Johan Rockstrom, the environment sector remains a crucial agenda that
underpins the resolution of all SDG challenges®. We propose the following:
1. Create education, cities, and consumer lifestyles that are close to nature, in realizing a symbiotic
environment with nature.
2. Ensure the transparency of environmental policies, which are rapidly becoming more complex and
sophisticated, and fulfill accountability to youth by a thorough explanation.

a. With the adoption of the Paris Agreement in 2015, the environmental debate is now highly
compartmentalized and the hurdles for youth engagement are even higher. Ensure diverse and
meaningful engagement of the youth as we closely monitor the evolving debate and
opportunities for discussions.

b. Disseminate the efficacy and progress of the current implementation as well as provide
opportunities for engagement in discussion, to help visualize the slow but concrete effects the
current practice has on the environment.

3. Administrations should promote more concrete and ambitious environmental initiatives in collaboration
with the business sector.

a. Presently, environmentally friendly products are more expensive than other products, and are
mainly regarded as options for the environmentally conscious and financially stable, which
deters the change in consumer behavior.

b. Furthermore, the superficial use of the SDGs by companies as an advertising ploy has led to
loss of trust and feelings of dislike among youth towards companies®.

c. Continue encouraging companies to adapt products and manufacturing processes that
minimize the negative impact on the environment, without being influenced by personal
economic circumstances.

People
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To address the stagnation of gender equality in Japanese society and promote understanding of diversity in
gender and sexuality, improving gender awareness is essential. There is also an increasing need to rectify the
educational disparities between genders, ensuring equal educational opportunities for all.
1. Establish a learning environment where the youth feel safe without being judged by theirsexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or sexual characteristics (SOGIESC).

a. In educational settings, discrimination based on gender still persists, affecting aspects such as
clothing, subject selections, and labeling by staff.

b. Improve in the educational environment, including economic support for higher education to
ensure that everyone can follow their aspirations and pursue educational career.To acquire
accurate knowledge about LGBTQ and physical and mental well-being, we request a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary sex education that integrates subjects like home
economics, ethics, and health.

2. Call for proactive and unified support for vulnerable youth among those receiving education.

a. Regional disparities exist in the level of support and education a child can receive, especially
with measures regarding absenteeism.

b. Unify the existing support measures to prevent educational disparities from widening due to
environmental factors and loss of opportunities.

c. Strengthen support for economically vulnerable groups and spread awareness about existing
support systems to end the cycle of educational disparities caused by poverty,

3. Implement appropriate response and prevention measures for physical and mental harassment that
occur out of sight.

a. Improve current reporting and counseling mechanisms and collaborate with such as
specialized organizations and NGOs to provide information and education on violence
prevention. Reported incidents of sexual harassment, cyberbullying, and dating violence are on
the rise, in addition to the fact that most cases are left unnoticed or undocumented.

Peace
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The extensive damages caused by war not only further marginalize vulnerable individuals (children, youth,
women, and people with disabilities) but also restrict their opportunities to participate, engage, and give opinions
in policy-making discussions.

1. Being acutely aware of the complex and interconnected nature of achieving peace with various fields,
adopt interdisciplinary approaches to aid the most impoverished and vulnerable individuals.

a. Address the intersections between war and other issues (human rights violations,
environmental pollution in conflict zones, gender concerns, the deprivation of agency among
children and youth, poverty, and food insecurity in non-combat regions) through intersectoral
measures to achieve the goals at the same time.

2. Ensure that policies are formulated to ultimately achieve peace and the "human security" of all
individuals, including preventing war and conflicts.

a. Strive to achieve "human security," which guarantees that people live free from deficiency, and
fear, and live with dignity.

b. Implement long-term policies with the awareness of human rights issues, structural violence,
and oppression.

3. Provide opportunities for youth to engage in discussions within political fields closely related to peace,
to solve security issue, which is indespensable to peace such as nuclear disarmament issues.

a. Break through the stagnant debates of peace and politics, and encourage discussions based on
"human security," complying with international law, invite youth regardless of state interests in
peace and political discussions.

4. Offer learning opportunities that nurture citizenship and encourage youth engagement in peace and
politics such as in establishing international law prohibiting inhumane weapons and illegal activities
and interntional norm.

a. Itiscrucial that even youth without direct experience in peace and political matters have the
right to express their opinions. Thus, provide citizenship education opportunities to ensure that
youth are aware of and know how to exercise their right to express their opinions, and foster a
personal engagement to the issues in the society.

Prosperity
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The existing economic system is widening the economic disparity between developed and developing countries,
leading to ongoing issues like child labor and continuous environmental destruction in developing nations.
Furthermore, youth autonomy in the economic sector is fragile and left unguaranteed.

1.

Actively implement assessment systems that disclose objective information on the progress of
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

a. Information regarding the progress and challenges of the SDGs, from specific domestic and
international processes to grassroots initiatives, is not adequately disclosed.

b. Disclose and provide information that goes beyond promoting awareness of the SDGs and
enables the society to collectively understand and support actions, fostering a shared
understanding.

Promote a just transition to realize a sustainable and resilient circular economy.

a. Carefully discuss amongst diverse sectors to ensure that socially vulnerable individuals,

including youth and future generations, do not suffer from the impacts of this transition.
Recognize the interdependence between the economy, nature, and human rights and drive reforms
through intersectoral approaches.

a. Implement comprehensive and cross-cutting measures to eradicate environmental destruction
and human rights violations resulting from economic growth.

Eliminate child labor driven by short-term profit and encourage skill development among workers and
environmental improvements.
Improve the financial education among youth, which is vital to empowering youth.

a. One of the reasons for the low level of empathy among Japanese youth towards the economic
aspects of the SDGs is the lack of a perceived connection between their daily lives and the
economy’.

b. Increasing the knowledge and experience of youth in the economic sector will also contribute
to Japan's future economic growth.

Expand economic funding to youth organizations and individuals to promote political engagement in
the youth.

In the survey, questions aimed at measuring empathy towards the 17 SDGs showed a tendency for Goals 7, 8, and 9, which
relate to the economic and energy sectors, to have lower empathy levels than other goals.
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Contact

Email: japanyouthplatform@gmail.com

Follow us:
Instagram @jyps2030
X @jyps2030
Facebook Japan Youth Platform for Sustainability
Website
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